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Vote and comment on today’s poll.

TODAY’S QUESTION:
Will you or anyone you know
benefit from the use of medical
marijuana?

Results from yesterday’s PDN poll
are on PAGE 2.

GuamPDN
  .com
PACIFIC DAILY NEWS

GUAM’S COMPLETE SOURCE

SEE STORY, PAGE 14

GUAM
FIGHTS
CANCER

SEE STORY, PAGE 28

TUGADE TO
JOIN NAVAL
ACADEMY

FestPac Countdown

5
Days until the 2016 

Festival of Pacific Arts

The Archdiocese of Aga-
na last week announced
plans to file civil lawsuits
against those who’ve been
spreading “malicious lies”
about the local Roman
Catholic Church, as well as

taking cases through the
church’s own court system.

The announcement was
made in a media release is-
sued Friday. In the release,
the archdiocese doesn’t
clearly state who it specifi-
cally plans to take to court.

Pacific Daily News on
Monday asked the archdio-

cese in an email questions
regarding the civil suits and
whether the charges will be
related to slander and libel.
The church on Monday said
the matter has been re-
ferred to its attorneys.

“The media will have to
be patient until the matter
takes its course through its

formal proceedings,” the
church wrote in an email.

Friday’s media release
addressed and refuted sev-
eral claims made against
the church and Archbishop
Anthony Apuron over the
past three years.

CHURCH: WE’LL SUE

Apuron See CHURCH, Page 4

SHAWN RAYMUNDO
SRAYMUNDO@GUAMPDN.COM

Archdiocese to bring issues to court 

Traditional navigators sail-
ing to Guam in canoes were
warmly greeted Monday when
they arrived by sea from is-
lands in the Federated States
of Micronesia.

The navigators are dele-
gates taking part in the upcom-
ing Festival of Pacific Arts, a
major cultural festival being
held in Guam from Sunday to
June 4. 

A total of five canoes ar-
rived in Guam on Monday
morning and afternoon. The

canoes spent several days on
the water. The boats were
docked at Paseo de Susana in
Hagåtña, the main location of
FestPac.

More than 20 people came
on three canoes — two from
Poluwat (about 500 miles
southeast of Guam) and one

from Houk (about 570 miles
southeast of Guam). The three
canoes came in the morning.

Another two canoes, from
Lamotrek (about 420 miles
southeast of Guam) brought
more than 10 people in the af-

RICK CRUZ/PDN

Seafarers arrive on traditional sailing canoes from Chuuk on Monday morning. Local residents, visiting islanders and others lined the shore of the
Paseo de Susana in Hagãtña to greet the seafarers. Three canoes, one from the island of Houk and the two from Poluwat, sailed to Guam for the 2016
Festival of Pacific Arts, said Cy Esu, a cousin of the navigators. Another two canoes, from Lamotrek, arrived in the afternoon.

Guam welcomes FestPac canoes
JERICK SABLAN
JPSABLAN@GUAMPDN.COM

See SEAFARER, Page 4
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 Accordion  AMS  Home Depot
 Shutter for  discount Prices  Prices*  %higher

(W x H)
 4’x4’

 5’x4’

 6’x4’

 6’x7’

 3’x7’

 2’x2’

 $221

 $261

 $302

 $502

 $302

 $90

 284

 344

 419

 619

 359

 119

 29%

 32%

 39%

 23%

 19%
 33%

*prices as May 3, 2016

AMS has protected Guam for the last 25 years from supertyphoons Pngsona, Paka, Omar & more.

Call AMS today 649-2678/0 & purchase your shutters before the next typhoon.

 $344,444.45 Winner

A GUAM NATIONAL OLYMPIC COMMITTEE FUNDRAISER.
NEED HELP? PLEASE CALL 688-3498 or 688-8683 for any information

*ALL GRAND PRIZES will be shared if more than one (1) winner...GNOC is not affiliated with any other  Bingo Games on Guam

REMEMBER THAT GNOC SPORTSBINGO IS PLAYED AT HOME…GAME RESULTS ARE AT 9:15PM GAME NIGHT.......CALL 647-4665 / 688-3498

 $500,000 Winner 
 On Left

$2 MILLION Winner 
 On Right

THIS THURSDAY’S OCEANIA JACKPOTTHIS THURSDAY’S OCEANIA JACKPOT

BELOW CARDS ON SALE NOW...SALES CLOSE 6:00PM EACH GAME DAY

 THIS TUESDAY’S JACKPOT IS... THIS TUESDAY’S JACKPOT IS...

Card Costs $9.00 or $17.50

A standard card costs only $9.00
Play Extra Powerballs $2 per Powerball

MORE CHANCES TO WIN!

From 5 to 20 more 
P/Balls to choose from

CARDS ON SALE NOW AT OUR EXCLUSIVE OUTLETS - ALL PAYLESS SUPERMARKETS, AGAT KIM CHEE, I SLAND  F RESH -CHALAN PAGO,  RADICAL PC HARMON (Behind Shell),
DAILY MART HARMON, WHAT’S UP STORE IN BARRIGADA, DAY BUY DAY MARKET IN PITI, SUPERMART MANGILAO, 5 E LEVEN STORE DEDEDO, DAY BUY DAY YONA, AMERICAN GROCERY AND CALIFORNIA MART TAMUNING.

468 GUAM WINNERS LAST WEEK...
INCLUDING THREE 3RD PRIZE WINNERS

 $ 1.5 MILLION * $ 1.5 MILLION * $ 1.5 MILLION *

 A BIG  $ 20 MILLION * A BIG  $ 20 MILLION * A BIG  $ 20 MILLION *

LOCAL

ternoon.
Members of the FSM

community staying in
Guam greeted the naviga-
tors with chants, dances
and treats thrown to the
navigators.

Chamorro chanters
from I Fanalai’an greeted
the seafarers with chants
as well. 

The largest canoe from
Lamotrek in Yap, called
the Queen Veronica, did
not arrive in Guam Mon-
day.

Navigator Larry Rai-
getal, who came in on the
canoe Lucky Star, said
they lost track of the
Queen Veronica two days
before they arrived in
Guam and said he’s hope-
ful the sailors are doing
fine.

He said the navigator
on that ship might be
teaching an important les-
son on the journey, but if
the canoe isn’t seen in a
certain time frame, there
would be reason to worry.

The trip to Guam from
Lamotrek took five days,
he said. Most of the trip
went well, but at one point
they had to make tempor-
ary repairs on the canoes.

The trip would have
been shorter, but the cur-
rents south of Guam were
very strong, he said.

Raigetal is with the
nonprofit group Waa’gey,
which promotes tradition-
al navigation and works
with the community to
empower young people to
learn and practice the
skills.

He said young people
of the Pacific Islands need
to learn and be proud of
their navigational history.

“These islands weren’t
just settled by mistake.
These are islands that be-
long to great navigators in
the past, including Guam
and the whole entire Pa-
cific. We are voyagers,”
he said.

Taking such a long
journey has always been a
dream, especially since
these kinds of journeys to
Guam ceased in the 1700s,

Raigetal said. In those
days, canoes from the is-
lands in the FSM would
trade with Guam, but
stopped because of out-
side influence.

“For us to do this, we

feel great honor and
pride,” he said.

In Raigetal’s area of
the world, traditional
navigation is still used be-
cause the people living
there are isolated. Still,

it’s important that the rest
of the Pacific appreciates
and uses it, he said.

“I’m feeling happy be-
cause we’re here safe,” he
said.

The welcoming from
the community in Guam
was great, Benito said,
and the seafarers felt gen-
uinely welcomed.

Seafaring is dying out,
he said, but in showing
that it’s possible to make
these long journeys, he
hopes they can inspire
others to do the same.

Eager residents waited
to be able to get in the wa-
ter. As part of tradition,
relatives of the seafarers
get into the water and are
filled with so much excite-
ment and happiness they
jump on the seafarers and
also throw them food
from the water, Benito

said.
They also sing tradi-

tional chants and dance at
their arrival, he said.

It’s a dream come true
to see all the canoes com-
ing to Guam, said Ignacio
“Nash” Camacho, from
the FestPac Committee on
Seafaring and a member
of the local Traditions
About Seafaring Islands
group, or TASI.

It’s been hundreds of
years since a sight like
this has been seen in
Guam, Camacho said.

In traditional seafar-
ing, it’s important for the
crew to stay near their ca-
noes. Thus, the approxi-
mately 70 seafarers from
the islands will be living in
huts at Paseo, he said.

Volunteers are still
needed to help build the
huts, and donations are
also being accepted to
help feed the navigators
before FestPac begins.

Water has been
brought in for the seafar-
ers to shower, Camacho
said, and restroom facili-
ties are available at Paseo.

Seafarer: Felt genuinely welcomed
Continued from Page 1

RICK CRUZ/PDN

Safarers arrive on traditional sailing canoes from Chuuk on
Monday morning. The canoes, one from the island of Houk
and the others from Poluwat, sailed to Guam for the 2016
Festival of the Pacific Arts, said Cy Esu, a cousin of the
navigators.

Video &Photos
Online

For video and more photos,
go to

www.GuamPDN.com.

The church continued to dis-
pute the allegations that Apuron
had given away control of the
Redemptoris Mater seminary
in Yona to the Neocatechumenal
Way, a group within the Catholic
Church.

Citing the deed of the proper-
ty, which the church released to
the public late last year, the
archdiocese notes that the deed
lists the church as the sole own-
er of the property. The church
also defends the Neocatechu-
menal Way, arguing that five
popes have approved the Way
and more than 100 dioceses in
the world, including Manila,
have Redemptoris Mater semi-
naries.

Concerned Catholics
The church’s media release

also addressed what it called
“criminal sexual abuse” accusa-
tions directed at Apuron.

In recent weeks, the Con-
cerned Catholics, a local group
that has held protests targeting
the archbishop, took out a full-
page advertisement in the PDN
that showed the back of a per-
son wearing Catholic clerical
attire and asked readers “Were
You Sexually Abused? Molest-
ed?”

The ad also stated: “If you or
someone you know was the vic-
tim of sexual abuse during
these periods and at these loca-
tions, you no longer have to suf-
fer in silence.”

Below the statement was a
list of dates ranging between
1974 and 1984. The locations in-
cluded Father Duenas Minor
Seminary, Our Lady of Mt. Car-
mel Parish in Saipan, Our Lady
of Mt. Carmel Parish in Agat

and the Dulce Nombre de Maria
Cathedral-Basilica.

The archdiocese said the
Concerned Catholics’ ad target-
ed Apuron.

“This demonstrates that they
have no proof to substantiate
any allegations and that their
purpose to confuse and mislead
the people or, even, to induce
some to bring false testimony,”
the church wrote.

Days later, Vice Speaker
Benjamin Cruz made the com-
ment on a local radio station that
Apuron instructed some sena-
tors to attach “poison pill”
amendments to a bill he au-
thored relative to helping vic-

tims of sexual abuse crimes
come forward and file civil
suits.

The bill in question, which
was enacted in 2011 as Public
Law 31-07, was a “window” mea-
sure, wherein victims of child-
hood sexual abuse who were
then adults could have a two-
year period to file civil actions
against the individual that
preyed upon them, suspending
any statute of limitations.

While the church does call
Cruz’s claims “outlandish” in
the press release, it doesn’t de-
ny that Apuron had any influ-
ence on the measure while it
was being deliberated in the

Legislature’s session.
The reason for spreading

such accusations, according to
the church, is part of an effort to
remove Apuron from the
church. 

The archdiocese notes that,
for the past 30 years, he’s been
the church’s apostle who “tire-
lessly” fought against abortion,
the legalization of marijuana
and same-sex marriage.

“Whoever joins in this attack
against our Catholic faith, our
Catholic Church, is neither
Catholic nor Christian,” the
church wrote. “This kind of
malice lacks the spirit of Jesus
Christ.”

Church: Sex abuse ad targets Apuron
Continued from Page 1


