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By Grant Wieman
Pacific Sunday News
gwieman@guampdn.com

A
world of new possibilities was
opened to Guam athletes this
year with the announced ex-
pansions of the Pacific Games
and the Oceania National
Olympic Committee’s inclu-
sion into the Asian Indoor and
Martial Arts Games.

The changes could mean big things for
Guam and the other ONOC nations. As
such, this story ranks No. 8 on the list of
top 10 local sports stories for 2014.

The first of these changes to hit home
will be the 2015 XV Pacific Games in Port
Moresby, Papua New Guinea.

For the first time in the event’s history,
Australia and New Zealand will be in-
cluded, albeit in a limited number of
events, which will increase the prestige of
the games as it becomes recognized by the
International Olympic Committee as a con-
tinental games for the first time.

That means, at least in a few events,
more opportunities for Olympic qualifica-
tion down the line. The majority of the
team sports will still have their own quali-
fication tournaments.

The inclusion of Oceania’s two most
powerful competitors is on a trial basis for
the 2015 games — Australia and New
Zealand will field teams in rugby sevens,
weightlifting, sailing and taekwondo, and
New Zealand in soccer — but it still gives
the rest of ONOC an opportunity to com-
pete and potentially upset countries against
which they previously had no shot.

“It has changed,” Guam National
Olympic Committee President Ricardo Blas
said. “It has evolved. It has gotten stronger.”

Another opportunity
The changes to the Pacific Games were

announced in July, shortly after the Pacific
Games Council met for its general assem-
bly in PNG. Several months later another
additional ONOC opportunity was an-
nounced. Beginning in 2017, ONOC’s
member countries and associates have been
invited to compete in the Asian Indoor and
Martial Arts Games.

Similar to Australia and New Zealand at
the Pacific Games, the ONOC nations will
not be eligible for the full compliment of
events, Blas said. Instead, the AIMAG Coun-
cil will select a few events on a trial basis.

That decision came only a few weeks
ago when the ONOC Council, which in-

cludes ONOC President Dr. Robin
Mitchell of Fiji and Blas, met with Turk-
menistan President Gurbanguly
Berdimuhamedov. 

Berdimuhamedov is also president of the
Turkmenistan National Olympic Commit-
tee, the host of the 2017 AIMAG.

The process of joining up with AIMAG
began three years ago, Blas said, when
ONOC first approached Kuwaiti Sheikh
Ahmad al-Fahad al-Sabah in Kuwait.

Al-Sabah is president of the Olympic
Council of Asia, and the original hope was
to bring ONOC into the quadrennial Asian
Games. 

They made progress on the idea, and
agreed to meet again six months later in
Dubai. The sides progressed again, and met
in Bangkok in 2012 to figure out the long-
term objectives and how to move forward
with them. Mitchell suggested ONOC join
AIMAG to start, Blas said, and
Berdimuhamedov jumped at the opportunity.

In a release on the ANOC website,
Berdimuhamedov and al-Sabah said the
signing was an historic change that will, ac-
cording to al-Sabah, “pioneer sport with in-
novative approaches in new markets.”

The 2017 AIMAG will be held in Turk-
menistan’s new $5 billion, state-of-the-art

facility and include events such as belt
wrestling, indoor cycling, extreme sports,
chess and even electronic sports, though it’s
not clear yet which events Guam will be el-
igible for, save one. 

“When the president (of Kuwait) sits in
front of you and says, we’d like to have ten-
nis … it’s really hard to say no to them,”
Blas said. “So tennis is in.”

For Blas, the inclusion of ONOC’s
member countries was a great gesture, but
including the associates — Common-
wealth of Northern Mariana Islands among
them — was what truly made the event his-
toric.

“We wanted to find an opportunity for
their athletes,” Blas said. “That’s a great op-
portunity for them.”

For Guam’s athletes, the opportunity to
train and compete is a few years away. 

Once the sports are selected, it will be up
to their local federations to produce quali-
fication standards and prepare the athletes
for the high level of competition, Blas said.

Guam’s teams had a successful year of
international competition — cleaning up at
the Micronesian Games, participating in
the Youth Olympics, advancing in Olympic
qualifying — but the GNOC has its eyes
on the future.

Big changes:
A historic
signing for-
mally inviting
members of
the Oceania
National
Olympic Com-
mittee to join
the Asian In-
door and Mar-
tial Arts
Games took
place recently
in Turk-
menistan.
Shown are,
from left,
Kuwaiti Sheikh
Ahmad al-Fa-
had al-Sabah,
president of
the Olympic
Council of
Asia; Turk-
menistan
President Gur-
banguly
Berdimuhame
dov, president
of the Turk-
menistan Na-
tional Olympic
Committee;
and ONOC
President Dr.
Robin
Mitchell. Photo
courtesy of Turk-
menistan Nation-
al Olympic Com-
mittee
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His nerves didn’t show. Terlaje

retired seven of the first eight GW
hitters, striking out the side in the
second inning.

Southern, the No. 2 seed in the
tournament, gave Terlaje all the
runs he needed in the bottom of
the first.

N i c h o l a s
and Nathan
Sablan led off
with base hits
and Corey
D u e ñ a s
grounded into
an out on a
f i e l d e r ’ s
choice, bring-
ing senior Isaiah Cruz to the plate
with one out and two on.

“With runners on first and sec-
ond, I just wanted to go the oppo-
site way,” Cruz said.

His sharp grounder was mis-
played by the second baseman, al-
lowing Nathan Sablan to score.

The throw to the plate resulted
in another error and Dueñas scored
as well. Anthony Chaco followed
with an RBI single and Carlo Na-
puti drove in the final run with a
grounder to third that was booted.

All four of the Dolphins runs
were unearned.

Geckos’ starter Alan Gillan got
into the third without any further
damage and relief pitcher Isaiah
Nauta was nearly perfect in his 3-
1/3 innings, scattering a base hit
and a walk. But with Terlaje on the
mound, the Dolphins’ offense had
done all it needed.

Terlaje’s curveball was as good
as it’s been all season, he said, hav-
ing honed it to a sharp, late break
since his second start of the year.
Five of his strikeouts were so dev-
astating his own catcher couldn’t

handle them, requiring a putout at
first.

Missed opportunities
The Geckos rallied briefly, but

didn’t score, in the third. They
loaded the bases with one out and
Terlaje ended it with a strikeout
and a pop-up.

GW repeated the scenario in the
fifth, this time scratching one run
across before Terlaje got out of the
inning.

Southern put a runner on in the
bottom of the sixth, but failed to
score in its final chance to extend

its lead.
“We just wanted to keep adding

runs so in the last inning it would-
n’t be this close,” Cruz said. “It
made it more intense.”

Facing the top of the order in
the top of the seventh, Terlaje’s
arm finally started to weaken.

Calvin Valentine led off by
reaching on an error and Nauta
followed with an RBI double.
Nauta had a single, double and two
walks for GW.

Terlaje retired the next two hit-
ters and got the strikeout he
needed to end the game, but pinch

hitter Daniel Panaguiton advanced
when the third strike rolled to the
backstop, scoring Nauta and
bringing Kenji McCarthy to the
plate. McCarthy singled, chasing
Terlaje from the one-run game.

Nicholas Sablan came on to try
for the final out against Jacob
Bamba.

Bamba was 0-for-3 with two
strikeouts going into his final at-
bat, but facing a new pitcher he
found his stroke. He connected for
a sharp ground ball, perhaps the
hardest hit of the day by either
team, but it rolled straight to Cruz

at shortstop.
“I always want the ball,” Cruz

said. “We just wanted to stay ready
and be focused. When the ball was
hit to me I knew the closest bag
was second. It was cake.”

Cruz flipped it to second base-
man Nathan Sablan, who stepped
on the bag, hugged Cruz and
tossed his glove into the air.

“It feels good to know that
Southern is back on top,” said
Cruz, who will play rugby in the
third quarter. “Hopefully we can
be on top in other sports as well.”
� Father Duenas Friars 5,

Okkodo High Bulldogs 4: Tied at
4-all in the bottom of the seventh,
Friars designated hitter Javin Del-
gado led off with a base hit and
stole second to move into scoring
position.

Mike Concepcion fell behind 2-
1 but delivered the walk-off RBI
single to give Father Duenas the
win and the third-place trophy in
the IIAAG Baseball League.

Delgado and Concepcion were
both 2-for-4 in the game. Kole Ada
pitched a complete game, striking
out three, to get the win.

Jeremy Flores had three hits and
two runs for Okkodo.

Results for the third-place game
were provided by Okkodo High
School.

BASEBALL: FRIARS TOP BULLDOGS FOR THIRD
� Continued from Page 40

Editor’s note: This biweekly
column by Gary White, a UEFA
“A” license and The FA Elite
Coaches Pro license coach, delves
into concepts and best practices
adopted by developing nations to
efficiently groom local athletes
and teams, primarily in soccer, for
international success.

2014 was yet another banner
year for Guam Football Associa-
tion in terms of initiatives and
achievements at both the local and
international levels. All of our suc-
cess would not have been possible
without the vision and leadership
of GFA President Richard Lai, the
continued support of Tino San Gil
and Joseph Cepeda, and the end-
less work by all GFA executives
and staff.

Each year since I’ve been in
Guam, the Matao — the Guam
men’s national team — has be-
come increasingly stronger as evi-
denced by the FIFA/Coca-Cola
World Rankings and results at in-
ternational tournaments and

friendly matches. In February, the
team reached its highest-ever rank-
ing at No. 160, 34 places higher
than the average rank since I’ve
come on board.

International matches in 2014
included ones against Aruba
halfway across the globe —
Guam’s first-ever encounters with
a CONCACAF nation — and no-
table victories over Mongolia and
the Northern Mariana Islands in
the first round of the EAFF East
Asian Cup in front of a home
crowd, as well as continued wins
over regional rival Chinese Taipei
and a first-ever draw with Hong
Kong in the semifinal round of the
same tournament. Notable, too,

was the strength and quality of the
team against eventual semifinal
round winner DPR Korea, whose
coach confessed in a post-match
press conference that he had to
change his team’s strategy in the
final 10 minutes of play in order to
eke out a victory against us. For
the first time ever in Guam’s foot-
ball history, one of our players —
Jason Cunliffe — was awarded the
Top Scorer Award in the semifi-
nals of the EAFF tournament, with
his equalizer against DPR Korea
as the goal with probably the most
impact in the entire tournament.

With the gap closing in rapidly
with some of East Asia’s former
top teams, fans across the globe
are intently tuned in to Guam’s
matches to see who will be the
Matao’s next casualty.

The Matao in 2015 will not be
short of international matches, as at
least eight are on deck in the form
of 2018 FIFA World Cup quali-
fiers, which should begin mid-year.
Guam has skipped over pre-quali-
fiers because of its higher ranking

from previous years preceding
FIFA World Cup tournaments.

On the coaching side, close to
100 new coaches earned either their
GFA “E” coaching certificate or the
FIFA grassroots coaching certificate
this year. More than 20 of those
coaches also went a step further to
earn their GFA “D” licenses, the re-
quired steppingstone to an AFC “C”
license, recognized globally, for top
candidates. As the quality of play-
ers continues to increase with the
award-winning and internationally
recognized United Airlines GFA
National Academy, more highly li-
censed coaches will be needed to
properly steer those stellar young
athletes to further success.

Aiding in the development of
homegrown players and coaches
has been the constant upgrades to
the GFA National Training Center.
The solar panels, as well as plans
for future FIFA Goal Projects,
have been documented by FIFA
and will be presented at next year’s
FIFA Congress. In addition to
GFA initiatives, clips of Guam’s

scenery and culture also will be
featured.

Local recognition included the
Governor’s Council on Physical
Fitness and Sports’ Innovative Fit-
ness Project of the Year in the form
of GFA’s Soccer Moms League,
which provides more than 300
women the opportunity to play the
sport at a recreational level. Also
recognized by the Governor’s
Council was Samuel San Gil,
Youth Sports Coach of the Year
(Community Level) for his work
with club teams, the National
Academy and as an assistant coach
with the girls’ national teams.

With 2014 already coming to a
close, I’m now eagerly awaiting
what’s to come in 2015 and hope
that the community will join me in
continuing to support Guam Foot-
ball Association. Merry Christmas
to all, and Happy New Year.

Gary White, or the “Gaffer,” is
Guam Football Association’s tech-

nical director and head coach of
the men’s national soccer team.

GFA again makes great strides

Strayed too far: Southern High Dolphins’ Jaythan Conway, right, gets picked off at first base during
the Independent Interscholastic Athletic Association of Guam Baseball League championship
game against the George Washington Geckos yesterday at Paseo Stadium. Rick Cruz/Pacific Sunday
News/rmcruz@guampdn.com 

For more photos, go online to
www.GuamPDN.com

PHOTOS ONLINE

By Malorie Paine
Pacific Sunday News
mbpaine@guampdn.com

Guam Department of Education
received recognition for its lunch
and breakfast programs earlier this
month in Arlington, Virginia. The
National Performance Recogni-
tion award came from the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture Food and
Nutrition Service and was pre-
sented to Guam DOE representa-
tives in Arlington on Dec. 9. 

1 territory, 6 states
Guam was the only territory to

receive this award. Six states also
received the award: Arizona,
Massachusetts, Montana, New

Hampshire, New Jersey and
Pennsylvania. 

Last month, Guam DOE re-
ceived a $1.5 million grant and a
$250,000 grant from USDA FNS,
which will be used to advance the
National School Lunch and
School Breakfast programs.

The program, established under
the National School Lunch Act in
1946, provides free or reduced
lunches to children each school
day. 

Student benefit
As of Oct. 31, 65 percent of stu-

dents in schools with traditional
school meal programs were eligi-
ble for free or reduced lunches, ac-

cording to the Guam DOE Child
Nutrition Program data report. The
percent of students eligible reaches
its highest point at 75 percent in el-
ementary schools, but falls to 58
percent among secondary schools.

Twenty-one Guam DOE
schools qualify for the community
eligibility provision, meaning the
entire school is able to participate
in the free lunch and breakfast pro-
grams.

Of the community eligibility
provision schools, an average of
44 percent of elementary students
participate and 26 percent of sec-
ondary schools participate.

‘Progressive’
Guam DOE Superintendent Jon

Fernandez said the department has
been forward-thinking with the
school lunch and breakfast pro-
grams.

“We’ve tried to be as progres-
sive as possible with our program,”
Fernandez said. “The USDA has
been very progressive and we’ve
been trying to join with them to
provide meals to our program as
much as possible. We’ve tried to
lead the way.”

By the numbers
Of Guam DOE’s 15,765 stu-

dents enrolled at traditional meal
plan schools who were registered
as of Oct. 31, 10,205 students were
eligible for the program, according
to the report. 

An additional 15,025 are en-
rolled at community eligibility
provision schools, and, on average,
14,790 students participate in the
school lunch program, while 8,539
students participate in the school
breakfast program, according to
the report.

There are several Guam DOE
schools that qualify for free break-
fast and lunch for all their students,
Fernandez said. 

“We’re trying to reach as many
students as possible,” he said.

Thirteen percent of students in
Department of Defense Education
Activity Guam District schools are
eligible for free or reduced
lunches.

The national average for lunch
participation is 71.5 percent, while
breakfast participation is higher at
84.8 percent, according to a U.S.
Department of Agriculture Food
and Nutrition Service report.

Cost to Guam DOE
Fernandez said the meal pro-

gram costs around $14 million
each year.

The school district is eligible for
about $10 million in federal reim-
bursements, and the remaining
amount is covered through local
funding.

“We’re working to see if we can
make a request to Congress for our
reimbursement rate,” Fernandez
said. “We’re working on a study
with (the University of Guam) to
give us data to up our reimburse-
ment rate to account for higher
transportation and food cost.”
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USDA lauds Guam school meal programs

Chili-mac:Fourth-grade students at Tamuning Elementary
School eat their chili-macaroni with rotellini pasta, served with a
tossed salad and fresh fruit, in the cafeteria, Wednesday. Rick
Cruz/Pacific Sunday News/rmcruz@guampdn.com
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Vatican official set to visit Guam
By Gaynor 
Dumat-ol Daleno
Pacific Sunday News
gdumat-ol@guam.gannett.com

A high-level Vatican official is
visiting Guam’s Catholic commu-
nity next month, but whether the
visit will be friendly, or investiga-
tory, is in dispute.

“The Archdiocese of Agana is
happy to welcome the pastoral
visit of His Excellency, the Most
Reverend Archbishop Savio Hon
Tai-Fai,” the archdiocese stated
Friday, in part, in a written state-
ment to the media.

Hon is the secretary of the Con-
gregation for the Evangelization of
Peoples, the Vatican office to
whom some of Guam’s Catholics
sent letters over the past several
months, seeking an investigation of
the various controversies in the
local archdiocese.

The Archdiocese of Agana em-
phasized, by underlining in Fri-
day’s media statement, that Hon’s
Guam trip is a “pastoral visit.”

Hon’s visit, according to the
archdiocese, comes “in the wake
of Archbishop Anthony Apuron’s
successful visit with Pope Francis
last month in Rome.”

In Rome, the pope offered his
“encouragement and fraternal
blessings to the people of Guam,”

according to the local archdiocese.
“The purpose of this pastoral

visit is to foster reconciliation and
mutual understanding in the arch-
diocese,” according to the arch-
diocesan statement, signed by
Father Adrian Cristobal.

More than a week ago, certain
members of different parishes on

Guam formed a
nonprofit group
called Con-
cerned Catholics
of Guam Inc.,
and announced
the group plans
to investigate the
management of
the local church,

its financial books, and the archdio-
cese’s handling of a sexual molesta-
tion allegation against Apuron.

Apuron has called the allegation
a “horrible calumny,” but declined
to respond further to the allegation
on the advice of his attorney be-
cause he’s planning a defamation
lawsuit to defend the church.

The group’s president, Greg
Perez, made a statement on Dec. 9
on why Concerned Catholics was
formed. “A few of us would meet
occasionally to discuss these sto-
ries about the archbishop, priests
who have been allegedly blamed
for mismanagement of funds or al-
leged disobedience and then re-

moved from their parishes, the
lack of transparency with the fi-
nances of the archdiocese, neglect
of precious artifacts in the arch-
diocesan museum, among other is-
sues,” Perez said.

Tim Rohr, a Guam resident who
writes a blog on Catholic issues,
called Jungle Watch, believes the
nature of the Vatican official’s visit
is investigatory. “The people who
are coming — the nature of their
office is investigation,” Rohr said.

Some of Guam’s Catholics have
publicly voiced concern and sent
letters to the Vatican about some of
Apuron’s decisions, including the
firing of Monsignor James Be-
navente after being rector of the
Dulce Nombre de Maria Cathedral-
Basilica for two decades. The arch-
diocesan leadership also shut down
the Cathedral-Basilica museum,
which is a project led by Benavente,
before the centuries-old artifacts and
relics of Guam’s Catholic faith
could be viewed by the public. The
archdiocese took out a loan to de-
velop the museum, and also re-
ceived numerous donations of labor
and materials to build it.

A Guam native who lives in
California, John Toves, recently
accused Apuron publicly of sexual
molestation. Toves has stated that a
relative of his was allegedly mo-
lested by Apuron, who was a priest

during the alleged molestation
some 30 years ago. The alleged
victim hasn’t come forward.

The alleged abuse occurred at a
high school seminary on Guam
where both Toves and his relative
were co-seminarians and altar
boys, Toves has said. Toves went
to the archdiocese recently to try
to meet with Apuron, in the pres-
ence of local media.

Apuron has declined to see
Toves. 

Hon hasn’t shied from com-
menting on controversial issues
elsewhere.

Catholic News Service reported
that, two years ago, Hon called on
the government in Beijing to re-
lease nine arrested Catholic bish-
ops and priests, saying their
continued detention “damages
China’s international image.” 

In 2011, Hon said Pakistan
needs to show “respect for free-
dom of religion and of conscience,
which is the hallmark of justice
and peace,” according to the Vati-
can news network online,
News.va.

Hon will be accompanied to
Guam by Father Tadeusz Nowak
and Archbishop Martin Krebs,
the Vatican’s delegate to the Pa-
cific islands. Their visit will
occur Jan. 4 to 10, 2015, accord-
ing to the archdiocese.

Apuron

Asan-Maina residents oppose statue
By Maria Hernandez
Pacific Sunday News
mohernande@guampdn.com

Many Asan-Maina residents
have voiced opposition toward a
statue of a Philippine revolutionist
recently erected in Asan. One resi-
dent said a town hall meeting was
held Wednesday where residents
unanimously voted in favor of the
statue’s removal. 

“In the first place, nobody in the
village of Asan-Maina knew any-
thing about this person,” Asan res-
ident Joe Jesus said. “They didn’t
even inform us on what it is. It was
being erected prior to my knowl-
edge and it was almost finished.” 

The statue of Philippine revolu-
tionist Apolinario Mabini was to
be unveiled near the mayor’s office
in Asan on Monday, but the unveil-
ing was postponed after protests
from some Asan-Maina residents.
Some protesters have said they
weren’t informed of the project
and don’t feel Mabini has any con-
nection to the village. 

Asan-Maina Mayor Joana Mar-
garet Blas on Wednesday said she
plans to work with village resi-
dents to come to a decision about
what will be done with the statue.

“I apologize to my residents. I’d
like to work with them on that. If
they oppose it, I’d have to take it
out,” Blas previously told the Pa-
cific Daily News. 

She also noted she was aware
that residents were disturbed be-

cause she did not call a town meet-
ing to discuss the statue being
erected in the village. 

Jesus said a large village meet-
ing was held Wednesday night at
the mayor’s office where residents
showed up and unanimously voted
to remove the statue. 

Blas and other members of the
Mayors’ Council of Guam came to
the meeting, Jesus said. “We all
took a vote and we mentioned to
them that, yes, we want the monu-
ment to be removed,” he said. 

He said a resident stepped up to
the front of the room during the
meeting and had asked whether res-

idents wanted the monument there.
“Everyone said no,” Jesus said. 
Filipinos consider Mabini a hero

for his revolt against U.S. occupa-
tion in the Philippines more than a
century ago. The Philippine Con-
sulate General on Guam previously
told the Pacific Daily News that
Asan was chosen as the location of
the statue because Mabini and other
Filipino exiles were hosted within
the village from 1901 to 1903.

The statue of Mabini remains
hidden under a white cover near
the community center. Mayor Blas
previously told Pacific Daily News
no alternate date has been set for

the unveiling. 
Jesus also is rebutting the mayor’s

claim that he did not show up to a
one-on-one meeting on Thursday to
discuss the statue’s removal.  

Blas previously told Pacific
Daily News she had scheduled a
meeting on Thursday to speak to
Jesus about the statue, but he did
not show up.

Jesus said he was waiting near
the stage outside the mayor’s of-
fice 10 minutes prior to the meet-
ing. When he did not see the
mayor’s car pull into the lot at 3
p.m. when the meeting was sched-
uled, he left at exactly 3:01 p.m. 

Blas could not be reached Fri-
day or yesterday for comment. 

Robert Hofmann, Sinajana
mayor and vice president of the
Mayors’ Council, said Blas should
have gone about the situation dif-
ferently. “She could have figured
out a nicer way to do this. I didn’t
think the people of Asan would be
so mad,” he said. 

He said Blas should have con-
sidered input from the village res-
idents because residents might
view the statue differently than in-
tended. 

“I think any time we put up any
kind of monument, artwork or
mural, there really has to be village
input,” he said. “Beauty is in the
eye of the beholder. Sometimes
things are misinterpreted and
things are not seen that way. There
always has to be public input.”

No: Joe Jesus, left, an Asan resident all his life and an Army vet-
eran, and Leslie San Nicolas, another Asan resident, voice their
opposition to a statue being built in their neighborhood, near the
Asan mayor’s office, in this file photo. Pacific Sunday News




