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LIFESTYLE

 STOP FORECLOSURES & GARNISHMENTS!
 STOP CREDITOR HARASSMENT!

 THE LAW IS ON YOUR SIDE! 
 Chapters 7 and 13 -   LOW DOWN PAYMENT! 

 DEDEDO LAW OFFICE 637-9620
 Email:  mark.e.williams@usa.net

 “We are a Debt Relief Agency”

NOW IN
STOCK!
NOW IN
STOCK!
NOW IN
STOCK!

You don’t have to like son-in-law, but be polite
Dear Annie: I’m worried that my daugh-

ter has married a narcissist. The man has no
empathy for others. He does what he wants,
when he wants. He constantly puts down
one group or another, and in fact, his per-
formance reviews at work indicate he needs
to be more “culturally diversified.” 

He is envious of others at the same level
in his organization and comes off as though
he knows everything, which is clearly not
the case. He always wants to buy my daugh-
ter (or himself) the nicest jewelry, car or
whatever so that he’ll look good. He’ll take
advantage of others to achieve his goals. 

They now have a 7-month-old boy. We re-
cently visited, and my son-in-law made me
so angry, I blew up at him and had to leave
the room. I apologized, but only to say that
I’m sorry for my outburst. I’m wondering

where I go from here. I will visit
my grandson in spite of his father,
but I’d like things to be civil. 

I’ve read narcissism is one of
the most difficult disorders to treat
because the person with the disor-
der feels he’s always right and
there’s nothing wrong with him,
so therapy is out of the question.
Should I play to his ego and claim
I was wrong? Do I confront him
again with the real issue? Or do I
forget it and hope for the best at
the next visit? — Worried
Grandpa 

Dear Grandpa: You’ve al-
ready apologized for whatever argument
you had before, and we see no reason to
bring it up again. In fact, we’d steer clear

of any discussion where you
are likely to lose your temper.
The fact that your son-in-law is
a know-it-all and you don’t like
him doesn’t mean he is a bad
husband or father, and those
should be your main concerns.
If your daughter loves him and
he is good to their son, please
try to get along with him for
their sake. You don’t have to
enjoy his company, but you can
be polite. 

Dear Annie: I’ve been shop-
ping with my 13-year-old several
times recently and am just ap-

palled by what is in fashion. I would never
let my child out of the house wearing the
short shorts or skimpy midriff shirts that I’ve

seen in popular stores geared toward teens. 
What is wrong with the fashion industry

for teenagers? Why can’t designers come up
with clothing that actually covers our girls?
Don’t they realize that many schools have
dress codes? It shouldn’t be this difficult to
find affordable teen clothing that is appropri-
ate for school. — Disgusted Virginia Mom 

Dear Disgusted: We agree that many
articles of clothing for teenage girls are
highly sexualized and inappropriate, es-
pecially for school. In the past, readers
have suggested purchasing athletic wear
or checking out stores like Old Navy and
Lands’ End. You also should talk to the
managers of the stores you regularly pa-
tronize and ask them to stock styles that
appeal to daughters without making par-
ents cringe.

Dear Annie

are welcome to register. Interested
adult volunteers can email Troop
Leader Terry Quinata at ter-
ryquinata@gmail.com. 

AUGUST

Humanities Council
hosting several events

The Guam Humanities Council
invites members of the community
to contribute to and participate in
the following programming events
at the Agana Shopping Center:

 Aug. 9: “Generations of
Service” Talking Circle, 1 p.m.

 Aug. 13:“Honoring Filipino
Veterans,” 6 p.m.

 Aug. 16:Veterans Poetry and
Art Night, 6 p.m.

The council invites Filipino vet-
erans, families with two or more
generations of service members, as
well as veteran artists and writers
to contribute. Photographs, art-
work or items that might represent
these stories and are of acceptable
quality will be presented during
the programs. For more informa-
tion or to participate, call Monaeka
Flores at 472-4462 or email mon-
aeka_ghc@teleguam.net.

Pink Ball will be held on
Aug. 9 at Hyatt Regency

The Pink Ball is scheduled for
Aug. 9 at the Hyatt Regency
Guam. Proceeds stay in Guam in
support of outreach and education
programs implemented by Guam
Cancer Care, in addition to bol-
stering core programs such as pa-
tient navigation, financial
assistance, cancer prevention and
screening, and the patient transport
program. Organizers urge the
community, men and women in
business, families and individuals
who have had their lives touched
by cancer, to join in this charity
event. For more information, con-
tact the Guam Cancer Care, or
email gccpinkball@gmail.com.

Walk to Remember is
now set for Aug. 10

The Compassionate Friends
Guam Chapter’s second Walk to
Remember has been rescheduled
for 6:15 p.m. Aug. 10 at Adelup.
Registration is free. Bring a pic-
ture, banner, your child’s keep-
sakes, etc. to be displayed on
memory tables. Chinese lanterns
to be released at 8 p.m. For more
information, call 988-9662 or
email tcfguam@hotmail.com. 
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 INJURED?
 INJURY, ACCIDENT OR INSURANCE CLAIMS

 THE LAW IS ON YOUR SIDE!
 NO FEES UNLESS WE RECOVER FOR YOU!
 DEDEDO LAW OFFICE 637-9620
 Email: mark.e.williams@usa.net

 Business Hours: Mon. thru Sun. 7a.m. - 11p.m. 
 Tel: 649-0521 Located at the Guam Premier Outlets (GPO). Next to King’s Restaurant 

 Tel: 735-6278 Location: Route 10, Mangilao
 Business Hours: Mon. thru Sat. 6am-11pm Sun. & Holidays 6am-10:30pm Business Hours: Mon. thru Fri. 7a.m.-10p.m., Sat.-Sun. 6a.m.-10p.m. 

 Tel: 637-2956 /  Located at Sateena Mall, Dededo
 SALE: AUG 01-04, 2014  While supplies last!  We Reserve the Right to limit Quantities. We accept EBT  Cards, Major Credit Cards & Pacific Express Card
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 Family Bag Specials available!  CITI Bank Quickpay available!

 Produce Specials!
 GREEN CABBAGE

 FRIED OR MARINATED CHICKEN AVAILABLE SOON!

 GREEN BELL PEPPERS

 $
 1
 89
 LB

 PORK BUTT BONELESS

 $
 2
 99 LB

 POTATO RUSSET

 79
 ¢
 LB

 BOUNTY BASIC  PAPER TOWELS
 $
 6
 99
 PK

 (8ROLL)

 FUJI APPLES 56 CT.
 $
 1
 89 LB

 CHARMIN TISSUE
 24 ROLLS

 $
 6
 49
 PK

 2 KG

 $
 2
 89 EA

 CJ WHITE SUGAR

 VIFON ASIAN STYLE 
 INSTANT NOODLES 
 ALL FLAVORS 

 (BEEF, CHICKEN, HOT &  SOUR)

 (30/70G)

 $
 9
 95 CS

 SQUASH KABOCHA
 $
 1
 59

 LIMIT: 5 PK

 CHICKEN LEG QUARTERS

 LIMIT: 1 CS $
 17

 49
 CS

 (22 LBS)
 CHICKEN THIGHS

 (6/5LBS)

 $
 35

 99
 CS

 COCO 
 JASMINE RICE

 $
 9
 99 SK

 (20 LBS)

 $
 3
 69 LB

 BEEF POT ROAST
 US CHOICE

 $
 2
 89 LB

 PORK CHOP 
 REG. CUT

 CHICKEN DRUMSTICKS

 $
 1
 19 LB

 PORK BELLY DANISH SLAB

 (10 LBS)
 BAR S CHOPPED HAM

 $
 22

 99
 EA

 HC MILLER SAUSAGE

 $
 17

 99
 PK

 (5 LBS)
 BAR S JUMBO FRANKS

 $
 1
 39
 EA  LIMIT: 1 CS

 (1LB)
 HOFFY LINK SAUSAGE

 $
 4
 99
 EA

 (2LB)

 BAR S SLICED BACON

 $
 4
 29
 EA

 (1LB)

 CHAMORRO SAUSAGE

 $
 4
 99
 EA

 $
 2
 39
 EA

 SEAFOOD MIX
 (1 LB)

 FROZEN POLLACK CUT

 $
 2
 99 PK

 SALTED MACKEREL

 $
 2
 49 EA

 (5.2 OZ)

 JUMBO SQUID

 $
 1
 89 LB

 CALAMARI SQUID

 $
 2
 49 EA

 (1 LB)
 CORN ON THE COB TRAY

 $
 2
 69
 PK

 (8 PCS)

 KOREAN FISH CAKE

 EA
 $
 3
 99

 (1KG)

 ALL FLAVORS
 SPAM

 (12 OZ)

 LIMIT: 1 CS
 $
 2
 69
 EA

 LIBBY’S VIENNA SAUSAGE

 $
 10

 99 BX  69
 ¢
 EA

 TULIP LUNCHEON 
 MEAT

 $
 1
 89
 EA

 (12 OZ)

 CHEF BOYARDEE 
 SPAGHETTI & MEAT BALL

 $
 1
 19
 EA

 (5.29 OZ)

 YOURS LEMON POWDER

 $
 4
 99
 EA  LIMIT: 3 CANS

 (1.6 LITER)

 $
 4
 69
 EA  LIMIT: 1 CS

 WHITE VINEGAR

 $
 2
 99
 EA

 (1 GAL)
 ARGO CORN STARCH

 (1 LB)

 $
 1
 29
 EA

 NESTEA POWDER

 $
 6
 49
 EA

 (20 QT)

 HUNT’S TOMATO SAUCE

 (15 OZ)

 89
 ¢
 EA

 HUNT’S TOMATO 
 KETCHUP

 (44.5 OZ)
 $
 3
 49
 EA

 TEPTIP COCONUT MILK
 (13.5 OZ)

 NONG SHIM CUP 

 (6/75g)

 HUNT’S WHOLE TOMATO

 $
 1
 09

 (14.5 OZ)

 JUFRAN BANANA SAUCE

 $
 1
 19
 EA

 (19.76 OZ)
 EXCELLENT BIHON 

 RICE STICK

 $
 1
 19
 EA

 (8 OZ)

 KINGCAR LEMON TEA
 24/20 OZ

 NONGSHIM NOODLES
 KIMCHI OR HOT & SPICY

 (12/86G)
 $
 6
 99
 CS $

 2
 99
 PK

 CHONG GA SEASONED 
 SEAWEED
 (8+2)

 99
 ¢
 LB

 CELERY

 99
 ¢
 LB

 U.S. ORANGES 
 $
 1
 39 LB

 (28 PCS)

 BUTANE GAS

 $
 22

 99
 CS

 VLASIC WHOLE DILL 
 PICKLES

 $
 6
 49
 EA

 (1 GAL)

 (1.2 LB)

 CHORIPDONG DUMPLINGS
 ALL FLAVORS

 $
 2
 79
 EA

 (1 LB)

 $
 2
 99 LB

 LIMIT: 2 PK  LIMIT: 1 CS

 (14.5 OZ)  4.6 OZ
 18/

 4.6 OZ

 EA

 BOUNTY PAPER TOWELS

 LB

 PORK SPARERIBS DANISH
 (10 LBS)

 $
 18

 99
 CS  LIMIT: 1 CS

 TURKEY TAIL

 $
 20

 99
 CS

 (10KG)

 LIMIT: 1 CS

 LOTUS JASMINE RICE
 (50 LBS)

 $
 24

 99
 SK

 DIAMOND G CALROSE 
 RICE (50 LBS)

 $
 33

 99
 SK  LIMIT: 1 SK

 HOFFY PORTUGUESE 
 SAUSAGE

 $
 2
 89
 PK

 (12 OZ)

 (1.32LB)

 WHOLE SHELL OYSTER

 $
 13

 99 PK

 (2/94CT) $
 3
 99
 PK

 YELLOW ONION

 69
 ¢
 LB

 JUMBO CARROT

 99
 ¢
 LB

 JAPANESE COOKED 
 OCTOPUS

 $
 9
 99
 LB

 DAIFUKU 
 VIETNAMESE SHRIMP

 21/25
 $
 6
 99
 EA

 PALM CORNED BEEF 
 ORIGINAL

 $
 3
 69

 (12 OZ)

 EA

 NONGSHIM STEAMED RICE

 $
 1
 29
 EA

 VITA PICKLED RADISH 
 DAIGO

 $
 1
 99
 EA

 (350 G)

 GOLD KIMCHI-CHINESE 
 CABBAGE

 $
 11

 99
 CS

 (10 KG)

 56 CT

 MELON CANTALOUPE
 $
 1
 19 LB

 GRAPE RED SEEDLESS
 $
 2
 59 LB

 $
 3
 99
 EA

 CHORIPDONG FISH CUTLET
 (1.05 LB)

 FAMILY CHOCO PIE

 (6/28G)

 (210 G)

 16/20
 $
 7
 49
 EA LIMIT: 1 SK

 OCEAN RIA IMITATION 
 CRAB STICKS

 $
 1
 39
 EA

 (250 G)

 BASA FILLET 

 $
 4
 49 PK

 (2.2 LBS)

 HAIOREUM SALTED 
 FILLET MACKEREL

 $
 5
 99 EA

 12 OZ 12 PCS

 89
 ¢
 EA

 $
 16

 99 CS
 LIMIT: 2 CS

 LIMIT: 8 EA

 DELMONTE FRUIT 
 COCKTAIL FIESTA

 (106 OZ)

 $
 6
 49
 EA

 99
 ¢
 EA

 MINIMUM 
 WITH $50.00 
 PURCHASE.

 KIKKOMAN SOY SAUCE

 ATULAI FISH

 $
 1
 49 LB

 WHOLE TILAPIA

 MILK FISH
 $
 1
 99 LB

 $
 1
 39 LB

 YAMATO MACKEREL

 $
 2
 49 EA

 (15 OZ)

 (1 GAL)
 $
 7
 99
 EA

 DRAGON VEGETABLE OIL

 (16 OZ)
 $
 1
 99
 EA

 GIULIANO HOT CHILLI 
 PEPPER

 TIPAROS FISH 
 SAUCE

 (750 ML)
 $
 1
 49
 EA

 MAXIM COFFEE MIX 
 MOCHA GOLD

 $
 3
 99

 20 PK

 EA

 YES CHIPS ALL FLAVORS

 $
 1
 29

 (78-145G)

 EA
 GAIN LIQUID SOAP

 $
 3
 99
 EA

 (50 OZ)

 JOY DISH SOAP
 (90 OZ) $

 5
 99  LIMIT: 2 EA EA

 CELLO LETTUCE

 $
 1
 49
 LB

 LIMIT: 2 CS

 HOUSE FOODS 
 VERMONT CURRY 
 ALL FLAVORS

 (125 G)

 $
 2
 49
 EA

 LIMIT: 1 CS

 MR. BROWN ICED COFFEE 
 ALL FLAVORS

 (24/8.12 OZ)

 $
 14

 99
 CS  LIMIT:  2 CS

 $
 3
 99
 BOX

 Micronesia Mall Stadium Theaters
 SHOWTIME 632.FILM(3456) Tel: 632.2204

 Agana Center Stadium Theaters
 SHOWTIME 479-FILM(3456) Tel: 479.3459

 12:10PM 3:05PM 
 6:00PM 8:55PM

 PG13 DAWN OF THE 
 PLANET OF THE APES

 PG13 TRANSFORMERS 4:
 AGE OF EXTINCTION

 12:10PM 3:40PM 7:10PM

 HERCULES  PG13/NP

 R/NP LUCY

 11:35PM 4:25PM 
 6:50PM 9:15PM
 (3D)    2:00PM

 11:35PM 1:35PM 3:35PM 
 5:35PM 7:35PM 9:35PM

 HERCULES

 R THE PURGE: ANARCHY 10:25AM 12:50PM 3:15PM 
 5:40PM 8:10PM 10:35PM

 R SEX TAPE 12:25PM 4:50PM 9:15PM

 PG PLANES: FIRE & 
 RESCUE

 PG13 TRANSFORMERS:
 AGE OF EXTINCTION

 10:50AM 2:15PM 
 5:45PM 9:10PM

 DAWN OF THE 
 PLANET OF THE APES

 10:15AM 1:10PM 4:05PM 
 7:00PM 9:55PM

 10:00AM 12:20PM 5:00PM 
 7:20PM 9:35PM

 R/NP LUCY 10:30AM 12:45PM 2:55PM 
 5:05PM 7:10PM 9:25PM

 NR/NP SHE’S DATING THE 
 GANGSTER

 A Filipino movie with English Subtitles

 10:10AM 12:35PM 
 3:05PM 5:35PM 
 8:05PM 10:30PM

 R/NP BEGIN AGAIN 10:05AM 2:30PM 6:55PM

 PG13/NP
 GUARDIANS OF THE GALAXY

 10:00AM 11:00AM 12:40PM
 1:45PM 4:30PM 6:00PM 
 7:15PM 8:40PM 10:00PM

 (3D)    3:20PM 

 PG13/NP GET ON UP 10:20AM 1:15PM 4:10PM 
 7:10PM 10:05PM

 AND SO IT GOES 10:00AM 12:15PM 2:25PM 
 4:45PM 7:05PM 9:20PM

 10:05AM 12:25PM 2:30PM 
 4:50PM 6:55PM 9:15PM

 PG13/NP
 GUARDIANS OF THE GALAXY

 11:30AM 4:30PM 
 7:00PM 9:30PM
 (3D)    2:00PM

 PG13/NP

 PG13/NP

 PG13

 (3D)    2:40PM 

 COMING SOON
 TMNT

 STEP UP
 INTO THE STORM

Continued from Page 18
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 Pick up the Pacific Daily News every day until 
 August 16 for more restaurant entry forms. Get 
 more copies of the Pacific Daily News to increase 
 your chances of winning! 

 Vitale’s Italian Ristorante
 Located in The Plaza across DFS Galleria, Tumon
 671-646-7692
 Pick up the Pacific Daily News every day until 
 August 16 for more restaurant entry forms. Get 
 more copies of the Pacific Daily News to increase 
 your chances of winning! 

 Vitale’s Italian Ristorante
 Located in The Plaza across DFS Galleria, Tumon
 671-646-7692

 Name:

 Village:

 Contact No:

 Date of Birth:

 Email:

 Clip out this entry form and 
 drop it off at Vitale’s Italian 
 Ristorante.

 EENTRY FFORM  ENTRY FORM

 Deadline to enter is August 21, 2014. 
 Winner will be announced August 27, 2014. 

 No mechanically reproduced entry forms will 
 be accepted. Rules and Conditions Apply.

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Mi-
crosoft said Friday it is suing Sam-
sung for threatening to stop paying
Microsoft royalties for patents be-
hind the Android operating sys-
tem.

The two companies came to a
deal in September 2011 to cross-
license each other’s patent portfo-
lios. Samsung wound up paying
Microsoft royalties on a series of
patents.

Analyst Rick Sherlund of No-
mura Securities has estimated roy-
alties on its Android patents bring
Microsoft nearly $2 billion a year.

Microsoft, based in Redmond,
Washington, says more than 25
companies are licensing the

patents, including Samsung, Acer
and ZTE, covering roughly 80 per-
cent of the Android-based smart-
phones sold in the U.S.

In a blog post Friday, Microsoft
Corp.’s deputy general counsel
said Samsung Electronics Co. Ltd.
decided to breach its contract after
Microsoft announced in Septem-
ber it was acquiring Nokia’s de-
vices business.

After initially refusing to pay
royalties in the second year of the
deal, Samsung made a late pay-
ment in November but did not add
on interest, according to a redacted
copy of the complaint filed in fed-
eral court in New York and pro-
vided by Microsoft.

Microsoft sues Samsung over 
threat to stop paying royalties

13OPINION

The Pacific Daily News invites readers to
join us in discussing some of the hot top-
ics in the news. 

 Sunday: Should the implementation
of Common Core in public schools
end social promotion?
If you have some insight on this topic or
want to join the discussion, we want to
hear from you.

Make contact
 Call: 479-0415 
 Fax: 477-3079
 Email: voice@guampdn.com 

SUBMIT A LETTER
We welcome your comments on editori-
als, columns and other topics in the Pa-
cific Daily News about subjects important
to you.
 Only submissions that include name,
address, village of residence and day and
evening phone numbers, and that are
verified by the Pacific Daily News, can be
considered for publication.
 Letters with facts or statements that
can’t be substantiated won’t be pub-
lished. The burden of substantiation will
be on the letter writer.
 Letters must be previously unpub-
lished, including on the Internet.
 Letters to the editor of 300 or fewer
words have the best chance of being
published. Opinion and editorial columns
of 550 or fewer words have the best
chance of being published. Limited to one
published letter a month.
 All submissions may be edited for
length, accuracy and clarity, and may be
published or distributed in print, electron-
ic or other forms.
 Send letters by email to voice@guam-
pdn.com; fax to 477-3079; or mail to
Voice of the People, Box DN, Hagåtña,
Guam 96932.
 Opinions expressed by letter writers
and columnists are their own and do not
necessarily reflect those of the Pacific
Daily News.
 For more information, call Duane M.
George at 479-0415.

Thought of the Day
“…Our Father which art in heaven, …
Thy kingdom come …”

(Matthew 6:9b, 10a) 
Do you really want his kingdom to come
and for him to be the sovereign ruler of
the Earth? Are you willing for God to rule
your life?

Harvest Baptist Bible College

READER INFORMATION
The Pacific Daily News, a member of the
Gannett group of newspapers, is pub-
lished daily at 244 Archbishop F.L. Flores
St., Hagåtña, Territory of Guam, USA,
P.O. Box DN, Hagåtña, Guam 96932. En-
tered as Periodicals Postage Paid at the
U.S. Post Office, Hagåtña, Guam, under
Act of Congress of March 3, 1979. POST-
MASTER: Send address changes to:
The Pacific Daily News, P.O. Box DN,
Hagåtña, Guam 96932. USPS 230-980.

Guam rates, monthly
 Monday through Sunday: $22.00
Off-island rates, monthly
First Class mail to U.S. mainland
 Monday through Sunday: $66.55

Other rates available on request.

The publisher reserves the right to
change subscription rates during the
term upon 10 days notice. The notice
may be by mail to the subscriber, by no-
tice contained in the paper itself or oth-
erwise. Subscription rate changes may
be implemented by changing the dura-
tion of the subscription. All subscriptions
must be prepaid.
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The Way shows signs of a cult or sect
By Charles White

The imposition of the Neocatechume-
nal Way upon the Catholic Church
in Guam is a root cause of the con-

troversies recently reported here in this news-
paper.

The Neocatechumenal Way, as many al-
ready know, is a movement within the
Catholic Church that started in the ’60s in
Spain. It now has spread across the world and
it is reported to have over a million members.
It has received some level of approval from
the last several popes, but not without also re-
ceiving some stern warnings from those same
popes. 

Why is the Neocatechumenal Way stirring
discussions and controversy? In a nutshell,
“The Way” exhibits many of the classic signs
of a cult or sect, and it’s this sectarianism that
is the source of most of the problems. When
I say “cult,” please know that I am not com-
paring them to something as dangerous as
Jim Jones’ Peoples Temple, I’m just saying
that they exhibit some alarming cultish ten-
dencies.

Here are some examples of their sectari-
anism:

 Adherents call their movement “the
Way” and the definite article “the” seems to
be no accident, because time after time, their
pastoral practice suggests that they believe
that there is no other way. 

 Members of the Neocatechumenal Way
practice their faith in a way that largely sep-
arates them from their parishes. For example,
they celebrate Mass away from the Church
proper every Saturday night, instead of at-
tending normal parish Masses. While they in-
sist that these Masses are open to others, in
practice, they are not. They are not even pub-
lished in the parish bulletin. Even the high
holy days of the Triduum — Holy Thursday,
Good Friday and Easter — are celebrated
apart from the parish.

 The is a definite cult of personality sur-
rounding the founder of the Neocatechume-
nal Way, Francisco “Kiko” Arguello. All

music and art used in worship by the mem-
bers here is composed by their founder, Kiko,
as is much or most of the liturgical furnish-
ings. Read more about that at http://thought-
fulcatholic.com/?page_id=824.

 Neocatechumenal teaching is found in a
13-volume “Catechetical Director,” but these
documents have not been made public and
are quite difficult to find. Most members of
the Way have never seen them.

 Some two years after joining the
movement, members that aspire to move
into a higher stage subject themselves to a
“Scrutiny,” where they are compelled to
share their deepest crosses/secrets/sins
publicly with their community. I highlight
the dangers online at http://thoughtful-
catholic.com/?page_id=895. Some two
years after that, members undergo another
“Scrutiny,” where they are subjected to a
panel that goes over all their faults and
sins. They are then compelled to do a “con-
crete act” to show their devotion to Christ,
an act that involves giving away expensive
jewelry, land, cars and other property.

Archbishop Anthony Apuron has man-
dated that every man seeking ordination in
Guam must “walk for a time in the Way.” He
has made a few concessions to this mandate,
but not without much struggle on the part of
the men seeking them. 

Local priests complain of favoritism on the
part of the archbishop. Neocatechumenal
priests and seminarians are treated much
more favorably, it is said. When one priest,
Father Paul Gofigan, consistently refused to
allow the Way into his parish without some

concessions, he was uncanonically ousted
from the leadership of his parish. That case is
on appeal in Rome.

The archbishop himself is “walking in the
Way.” When one walks in the Way, one
places oneself under the authority of the “cat-
echists” that are assigned to one’s Neocate-
chumenal community. These catechists,
despite Neocatechumenal assertions to the
contrary, are members of an international hi-
erarchy that acts independently of the pastors
and bishops.

To many of us, the archbishop seems to be
under the control of the Neocatechumenal
leadership, and he does not seem to be act-
ing in the best interests of his diverse flock
here. Some time ago — about two years ago,
I believe — at the request of Neocatechume-
nal leadership, the archbishop proposed to
convey the seminary property in Yona to a
nonprofit organization controlled by the Way.
This property is conservatively estimated to
be worth $35 million.

When his finance council and legal coun-
sel objected, he fired the finance council
members who objected and appointed new
members who would agree. It is unknown if
the archbishop has done anything since then
to convey or cloud the title to this property.

There have been many occasions where
the seminarians and priests from other
countries, as well as at least one seminary
professor, have exhibited an arrogance to-
ward the indigenous culture of Guam, in
particular, ridiculing the local practice of
praying for the dead and mischaracterizing
local beliefs about that prayer. An example
of this can be found online at
http://thoughtfulcatholic.com/?page_id=75
87.

I have tried to lay out some of these prob-
lems in my blog, The Thoughtful Catholic,
and I have gathered the links to these partic-
ular posts into one page at http://thoughtful-
catholic.com/?page_id=766.

Charles White is a resident 
of Tamuning.

Missing the typhoon
days of my youth

I must say, after seeing pictures and videos
of Tropical Storm Halong’s effect on the is-
land, I miss typhoon days in Guam. Perhaps
it’s because I am away from home. Perhaps
I’m crazy! No, I’m not.

Let me be clear, I did not enjoy all the de-
struction, losses and financial burdens these
storms left behind, though as a child and
youth, my recollections of typhoons and
tropical storms do not shine on the misfor-
tunes and damages that occurred. Rather, I
am drawn back to special moments that were
created with my family.

What I loved about typhoon days in
Guam, and maybe some of you can relate to
this, is how we as a family were impelled to
be together. Schools were shut down, many
businesses were closed and we didn’t have
electricity. During these moments we were
gathered together at home as a family. We
had fun!

To be quite honest, I remember feeling like
it was a holiday. I was happy.

My fondest memories during typhoon
seasons happened at night underneath the
starry sky or in a dark room lit with can-
dles. These nights confined at home with
the family were opportunities for us to sim-
ply talk to each other, tell scary stories, play
board games and recall funny moments

about each other.
I loved how we didn’t have to go anywhere

or dress up nice to be entertained. 
I loved how the weather was colder than

usual and we could play and shower in the
rain! I loved how many people and organiza-
tions from the island and the U.S. came to the
rescue for many.

Our family was blessed countless times by
the assistance and generosity of others.

I’m glad to hear of Tropical Storm Ha-
long’s departure. I’m thankful for all the
unique, wonderful experiences I had grow-
ing up in Guam. Typhoon days certainly are
some of them.

CHARMAINE WEST (SANTOS)
formerly of Yigo, Twin Falls, Idaho

VOICE OF THE PEOPLE

Why is the Neocatechumenal
Way stirring discussions and

controversy? In a nutshell, “The
Way” exhibits many of the classic

signs of a cult or sect, and it’s
this sectarianism that is the

source of most of the problems. 




