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OPINION

The Way shows signs of a cult or sect

By Charles White
The imposition of the Neocatechume-

nal Way upon the Catholic Church

in Guam is a root cause of the con-
troversies recently reported here in this news-
paper.

The Neocatechumenal Way, as many al-
ready know, is a movement within the
Catholic Church that started in the *60s in
Spain. It now has spread across the world and
it is reported to have over a million members.
It has received some level of approval from
the last several popes, but not without also re-
ceiving some stern warnings from those same
popes.

Why is the Neocatechumenal Way stirring
discussions and controversy? In a nutshell,
“The Way” exhibits many of the classic signs
of a cult or sect, and it’s this sectarianism that
is the source of most of the problems. When
I say “cult,” please know that I am not com-
paring them to something as dangerous as
Jim Jones’ Peoples Temple, I'm just saying
that they exhibit some alarming cultish ten-
dencies.

Here are some examples of their sectari-
anism:

B Adherents call their movement “the
Way” and the definite article “the” seems to
be no accident, because time after time, their
pastoral practice suggests that they believe
that there is no other way.

H Members of the Neocatechumenal Way
practice their faith in a way that largely sep-
arates them from their parishes. For example,
they celebrate Mass away from the Church
proper every Saturday night, instead of at-
tending normal parish Masses. While they in-
sist that these Masses are open to others, in
practice, they are not. They are not even pub-
lished in the parish bulletin. Even the high
holy days of the Triduum — Holy Thursday,
Good Friday and Easter — are celebrated
apart from the parish.

H The is a definite cult of personality sur-
rounding the founder of the Neocatechume-
nal Way, Francisco “Kiko” Arguello. All

Missing the typhoon
days of my youth

I must say, after seeing pictures and videos
of Tropical Storm Halong’s effect on the is-
land, I miss typhoon days in Guam. Perhaps
it’s because [ am away from home. Perhaps
I'm crazy! No, I'm not.

Let me be clear, I did not enjoy all the de-
struction, losses and financial burdens these
storms left behind, though as a child and
youth, my recollections of typhoons and
tropical storms do not shine on the misfor-
tunes and damages that occurred. Rather, 1
am drawn back to special moments that were
created with my family.

Why is the Neocatechumenal
Way stirring discussions and
controversy? In a nutshell, “The
Way” exhibits many of the classic
signs of a cult or sect, and it’s
this sectarianism that is the
source of most of the problems.

music and art used in worship by the mem-
bers here is composed by their founder, Kiko,
as is much or most of the liturgical furnish-
ings. Read more about that at http://thought-
fulcatholic.com/?page_id=824.

B Neocatechumenal teaching is found in a
13-volume “Catechetical Director,” but these
documents have not been made public and
are quite difficult to find. Most members of
the Way have never seen them.

B Some two years after joining the
movement, members that aspire to move
into a higher stage subject themselves to a
“Scrutiny,” where they are compelled to
share their deepest crosses/secrets/sins
publicly with their community. I highlight
the dangers online at http://thoughtful-
catholic.com/?page_id=895. Some two
years after that, members undergo another
“Scrutiny,” where they are subjected to a
panel that goes over all their faults and
sins. They are then compelled to do a “con-
crete act” to show their devotion to Christ,
an act that involves giving away expensive
jewelry, land, cars and other property.

Archbishop Anthony Apuron has man-
dated that every man seeking ordination in
Guam must “walk for a time in the Way.” He
has made a few concessions to this mandate,
but not without much struggle on the part of
the men seeking them.

Local priests complain of favoritism on the
part of the archbishop. Neocatechumenal
priests and seminarians are treated much
more favorably, it is said. When one priest,
Father Paul Gofigan, consistently refused to
allow the Way into his parish without some

VOICE OF THE PEOPLE

What I loved about typhoon days in
Guam, and maybe some of you can relate to
this, is how we as a family were impelled to
be together. Schools were shut down, many
businesses were closed and we didn’t have
electricity. During these moments we were
gathered together at home as a family. We
had fun!

To be quite honest, I remember feeling like
it was a holiday. I was happy.

My fondest memories during typhoon
seasons happened at night underneath the
starry sky or in a dark room lit with can-
dles. These nights confined at home with
the family were opportunities for us to sim-
ply talk to each other, tell scary stories, play
board games and recall funny moments

concessions, he was uncanonically ousted
from the leadership of his parish. That case is
on appeal in Rome.

The archbishop himself is “walking in the
Way.” When one walks in the Way, one
places oneself under the authority of the “cat-
echists” that are assigned to one’s Neocate-
chumenal community. These catechists,
despite Neocatechumenal assertions to the
contrary, are members of an international hi-
erarchy that acts independently of the pastors
and bishops.

To many of us, the archbishop seems to be
under the control of the Neocatechumenal
leadership, and he does not seem to be act-
ing in the best interests of his diverse flock
here. Some time ago — about two years ago,
I believe — at the request of Neocatechume-
nal leadership, the archbishop proposed to
convey the seminary property in Yona to a
nonprofit organization controlled by the Way.
This property is conservatively estimated to
be worth $35 million.

When his finance council and legal coun-
sel objected, he fired the finance council
members who objected and appointed new
members who would agree. It is unknown if
the archbishop has done anything since then
to convey or cloud the title to this property.

There have been many occasions where
the seminarians and priests from other
countries, as well as at least one seminary
professor, have exhibited an arrogance to-
ward the indigenous culture of Guam, in
particular, ridiculing the local practice of
praying for the dead and mischaracterizing
local beliefs about that prayer. An example
of this can be found online at
http://thoughtfulcatholic.com/?page_id=75
87.

I have tried to lay out some of these prob-
lems in my blog, The Thoughtful Catholic,
and I have gathered the links to these partic-
ular posts into one page at http://thoughtful-
catholic.com/?page_id=766.

Charles White is a resident
of Tamuning.

about each other.

Iloved how we didn’t have to go anywhere
or dress up nice to be entertained.

I loved how the weather was colder than
usual and we could play and shower in the
rain! I loved how many people and organiza-
tions from the island and the U.S. came to the
rescue for many.

Our family was blessed countless times by
the assistance and generosity of others.

I’'m glad to hear of Tropical Storm Ha-
long’s departure. I'm thankful for all the
unique, wonderful experiences I had grow-
ing up in Guam. Typhoon days certainly are
some of them.

CHARMAINE WEST (SANTOS)
formerly of Yigo, Twin Falls, Idaho
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SUNDAY**
FORUM

The Pacific Daily News invites readers to
join us in discussing some of the hot top-
ics in the news.

B Sunday: Should the implementation
of Common Core in public schools
end social promotion?

If you have some insight on this topic or
want to join the discussion, we want to
hear from you.

Make contact

W Call: 479-0415

W Fax: 477-3079

B Email: voice @guampdn.com

SUBMIT A LETTER

We welcome your comments on editori-
als, columns and other topics in the Pa-
cific Daily News about subjects important
to you.

H Only submissions that include name,
address, village of residence and day and
evening phone numbers, and that are
verified by the Pacific Daily News, can be
considered for publication.

B Letters with facts or statements that
can’t be substantiated won’t be pub-
lished. The burden of substantiation will
be on the letter writer.

B Letters must be previously unpub-
lished, including on the Internet.

Bl Letters to the editor of 300 or fewer
words have the best chance of being
published. Opinion and editorial columns
of 550 or fewer words have the best
chance of being published. Limited to one
published letter a month.

H All submissions may be edited for
length, accuracy and clarity, and may be
published or distributed in print, electron-
ic or other forms.

MW Send letters by email to voice @guam-
pdn.com; fax to 477-3079; or mail to
Voice of the People, Box DN, Hagatha,
Guam 96932.

H Opinions expressed by letter writers
and columnists are their own and do not
necessarily reflect those of the Pacific
Daily News.

B For more information, call Duane M.
George at 479-0415.

Thought of the Day

“...0ur Father which art in heaven, ...
Thy kingdom come ...”

(Matthew 6:9b, 10a)
Do you really want his kingdom to come
and for him to be the sovereign ruler of
the Earth? Are you willing for God to rule
your life?
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Harvest Baptist Bible College

READER INFORMATION

The Pacific Daily News, a member of the
Gannett group of newspapers, is pub-
lished daily at 244 Archbishop F.L. Flores
St., Hagatia, Territory of Guam, USA,
P.O. Box DN, Hagatfa, Guam 96932. En-
tered as Periodicals Postage Paid at the
U.S. Post Office, Hagatia, Guam, under
Act of Congress of March 3, 1979. POST-
MASTER: Send address changes to:
The Pacific Daily News, P.O. Box DN,
Hagatfia, Guam 96932. USPS 230-980.

Guam rates, monthly

W Monday through Sunday: $22.00
Off-island rates, monthly

First Class mail to U.S. mainland
W Monday through Sunday: $66.55

Other rates available on request.

The publisher reserves the right to
change subscription rates during the
term upon 10 days notice. The notice
may be by mail to the subscriber, by no-
tice contained in the paper itself or oth-
erwise. Subscription rate changes may
be implemented by changing the dura-
tion of the subscription. All subscriptions
must be prepaid.






