
6/16/2014 The grace of God is everything |  Pacific Daily News |  guampdn.com

http://www.guampdn.com/article/20140608/OPINION02/306080014/The-grace-God-everything 1/3

ADVERTISEMENT

Jun. 8, 2014   |  

A A

The truth of the old adage that a little knowledge is a dangerous thing
was on full display in the op/ed piece on purgatory (June 1 Pacific
Daily News).

Most of the world knows that Catholic editions of the Bible have more
books than Protestant editions. Few, however, know the reason why.
The reason goes back to the way in which Luther thought about
justification. He taught that we are saved by grace alone, a grace
which is received by faith alone. In so thinking and teaching, Luther
was completely in accord with the teaching of the Catholic Church.

The tragedy of the Reformation, however, was that Luther was trained
in the nominalism of William of Ockham and could not think outside of
that box. Nominalism denied that the act of being could be attributed
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to different things in different ways. For Ockham, "being" has only one
meaning. He therefore denied the existence of universal concepts,
such as the concept of "man" that can be attributed to many different
individuals. Only concrete individuals existed; universal concepts are
simply "names" we give to things to group them to make thinking and
speaking easier for ourselves.

The implications of this idea are enormous.

For example, if "being" has only one meaning, then to say that God
"is" and to say that Jack "is" is to attribute the same act of being to
both God and Jack. Jack then exists the same way that God exists.
They are on the same level of being.

In this case, the only way that Luther could think about justification was
in terms of opposition -- either salvation comes to Jack in terms of
what God does (grace) or in terms of what Jack does (works). In order
to oppose any idea that man saves himself by his own good works,
Luther insisted on an extrinsic understanding of justification.

If Jack puts faith in Jesus Christ, God (by grace) imputes to Jack the
merits of Jesus. Jack does not change interiorly. He remains the
sinner that he was before, but now by grace God views him in a new
light. Thus the notion of justification is radically separated from that of
sanctification. A change of life is not required in order to be justified.

Francis Michael Walsh is with the Blessed Diego Louis de San
Vitores Catholic Theological Institute for Oceania in Yona.
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